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People Active on the International Stage

I want to be a bridge

between different cultures
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Taketoshi MITSUTA, President of World Creat_ions Inc.
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hirty years have passed since I was engaged in the travel
business. I had dreamed of working in an international
business and my answer was to work in the travel business.
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Through my job, I have traveled extensively with many unique
people engaged in various occupations. Among all of them, amateur
music groups have influenced me the most.
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The groups were mainly senior high school bands, chorus groups,

etc, of all different ages and sizes. |

felt it was wonderful to help
arrange opportunities for them to
hold overseas concerts in which
they could present their music, as
well as a chance for me to intro-
duce Japanese culture overseas at
the same time. I was moved by
those people who overcome the
language barrier by communicating
with foreigners through music, and
gradually my desire to work as a
bridge between different cultures
become stronger.
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To make this dream come true I founded a company called “Worlc
Creations.” Up until now we have planned overseas concert tours foi
chorus groups. flute players, orchestras and traditional entertainmen
groups such as koto (Japanese harp), shamisen (Japanese guitar).
taiko (Japanese drum) and shigin (recitation), and have producec
concerts and events in many different places. Although they are all
amateur groups, some of them play as well as professionals anc
receive loud applause from the audience.
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Destinations have included Hungary, France, Austria, Latvia,
U.S.A., Canada, China, etc. In the beginning 1 was embarrassed by
the differences I found in culture and customs and experienced

culture shock wher-
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‘Over time, I gradual-
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ly learned new busi-
ness techniques.
Now, by understand-
ing the differences, I
can adjust my think-
ing and sometimes
use Japanese values,
sometimes French

values, and so on.
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The excitement is the strongest
motivation for our work
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Using the ‘know how’ we had accumulated,
we invited 30 children’s chorus groups from
France to Japan and held concerts in Tokyo and Yamanashi prefec-
ture the year before last. Qur most important job is to make the
concerts successful, since these are concert tours, not sightseeing
trips. However, it is also important for us to offer warm exchange
opportunities with Japanese people, providing visitors with
experiences of Japanese

culture, including home

stays, school visits and

local cuisine parties.
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Visitors have encountered many culture shocks during their time in
Japan, but when they leave from Narita airport, they shake hands or
hug each of our staff and sing “Hotaru no hikari” (Auld Lang Syne).
These trips must be precious experiences for them. Similarly, all of
the people involved including me are very moved too. The excite-
ment is the strongest motivation for our work. .
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This spring | will take an 80-member Japanese
chorus group to Hungary and France. The young
chorus group members range from second grade
junior school students to second grade high school
students. They will hold a concert for the first time
as Japanese at the Palace of Versailles, and also at
the Nortre-Dame Cathedral, Madeleine Cathedral
and Norjan City Hall in the suburbs of Paris.

Afterwards, they will partici-
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' pate in a Hungarian music
festival. We are scheduled to
stay at the homes of some of
the chorus group members
who visited Japan. These
g 09 M scenes will be broadcast on
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3 :‘F‘I‘ i

~ 2 2,

©
B

b o and radio. I am looking
forward to seeing them. _
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